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democracy at work. Hollywood and other com-
mercial filmmakers should not have to go to 
other or fake capitol buildings for movies and 
films about the U.S. Capitol. The current policy 
permitting filming near the United States Bo-
tanic Garden shows that the Capitol police can 
handle filmmaking on Capitol grounds, espe-
cially when Congress is not in session. How-
ever, filming from that vantage point captures 
the least familiar view of the Capitol. At a time 
when the reputation of Congress is particularly 
low, filming of the Capitol, a building that rep-
resents American democracy, could bolster its 
image. Keeping filmmakers from standing in 
front of the Capitol is neither business-friendly 
nor true to the nation’s democratic traditions. 
Encouraging commercial filming and photog-
raphy at the Capitol would help spread the 
story of our national legislature around the 
world. The time is overdue to allow commer-
cial filming and photography of the exterior of 
the historic 19th century Capitol building. 

There is no good reason why commercial 
filming and photography should be confined to 
Union Square. Specifically, my bill gives the 
Capitol Police the discretion, depending on the 
circumstances in and around the Capitol, to 
issue a permit authorizing commercial filming 
and photography under the same conditions 
as those in Union Square. Such areas might 
include, for example, Independence Avenue 
on the House side and Constitution Avenue on 
the Senate side. No policy or security reason 
exists to justify limiting commercial filming and 
photography of the Capitol complex to only 
one location, Union Square, particularly con-
sidering that permits are necessary. People 
are regularly seen on East Capitol Street (east 
of 2nd Street) taking pictures, where they get 
a full view of the Capitol building, dem-
onstrating how arbitrary it is to limit commer-
cial filming and photography to Union Square. 

Capitol Police would also have authority to 
charge a fee to cover any costs incurred by 
the Architect of the Capitol as a result of the 
issuance of the permit, to be deposited into 
the Capitol Trust Account. The Capitol Trust 
Account was established to accept proceeds 
from any fees collected for commercial filming 
and photography permits for Union Square. 
Amounts in the Capitol Trust Account would 
be available without fiscal year limitation for 
such maintenance, improvements, and 
projects with respect to the Capitol grounds as 
the Architect of the Capitol considers appro-
priate, subject to the approval of the Appro-
priations Committees of the House and Sen-
ate. 

Views of the U.S. Capitol are among Amer-
ica’s most iconic. Limiting commercial filming 
and photography of the Capitol, an important 
vehicle for telling the nation’s story, does not 
serve the American people. Indeed, most of 
the world knows our country and reveres our 
system of government largely through com-
mercial films and photos of the Capitol, which 
symbolizes our democracy at work. Commer-
cial films and photographs of the Capitol, the 
seat of our democracy, are perhaps the best 
modern vehicles for telling the nation’s story 
and showcasing its democratic system of gov-
ernment. Republicans and Democrats alike re-
vere the image as a symbol of patriotism. My 
bill would enable appropriate, permitted com-
mercial filming and photography of the Capitol, 
and would create economic benefits for the 
nation, the city, and private business. 
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Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Dr. Cedric Alexander: 

Whereas, Dr. Cedric Alexander is cele-
brating forty (40) years in law enforcement this 
year, and has provided stellar leadership as a 
Police Chief and Deputy Chief Operating Offi-
cer for Public Safety to DeKalb County and 
beyond; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander, has served pas-
sionately as a servant leader while pioneering 
and sustaining community policing, using his 
talents and skills as a vessel to ensure that 
justice and liberty finds its way to citizens from 
all walks of life; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man has been recognized by his colleagues in 
law enforcement, he is president of the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforcement 
Executives, as well as, a national advocate for 
better policing; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander is an accomplished 
author who has published ‘‘The New Guard-
ians: Policing in America’s Communities for 
the 21st Century,’’ which outlines the roles of 
police officers as guardians of public trust 
while providing the partnership needed to build 
communities; and 

Whereas, he retires today from his post as 
Deputy Chief Operating Officer for Public 
Safety, we are thankful that Dr. Alexander has 
utilized his leadership, education and talents 
to make a difference in the lives of countless 
people across our nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Dr. Cedric Alex-
ander, as he celebrates his retirement after 40 
years in law enforcement, and wish him well 
as he embarks upon his new endeavors; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 15, 2017 
as Dr. Cedric Alexander Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 15th day of March, 2017. 
f 

HONORING CHRISTOPHER KUI 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the outstanding leadership and 
achievements of Mr. Christopher Kui, Execu-
tive Director of Asian American for Equality 
(AAFE) on the occasion of his retirement after 
31 years of public service. AAFE is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to social justice 
and community development. It was founded 
in 1974 in New York City’s Chinatown commu-
nity in response to a local developer’s refusal 
to hire Asian-American workers for the feder-
ally financed towering apartment complex 
known today as Confucius Plaza. 

Chris immigrated to New York from Hong 
Kong at the young age of 10. As a newcomer, 
he witnessed early in life the injustice and dis-

crimination faced by the Asian immigrant com-
munity in the areas of housing, education, em-
ployment practices and more. This experience 
helped shaped his life and career path. In 
1986, he joined AAFE where he helped 
strengthen the organization’s approach to ad-
vocacy and community development. In 1991, 
he assumed the position of Executive Director 
where he has served for the last twenty-five 
years. His vision, leadership and comprehen-
sive approach to community planning has 
been extraordinary and has served as a model 
for other organizations. In this capacity, Chris 
successfully raised more than $100 million to 
build more than 800 housing units for low-in-
come and homeless families and individuals. 
In his efforts to promote homeownership op-
portunities, he secured $378 million in mort-
gage financing. 

In addition to his leadership role at AAFE, 
Chris is also the founder and board chair of 
Renaissance Economic Development Corpora-
tion (REDC). REDC is an AAFE-affiliate that 
provides counseling to small businesses and 
has loaned more than $44 million to over one- 
thousand businesses during the past ten 
years. During Hurricane Sandy, it assisted 200 
small businesses and awarded a citywide total 
of $3.5 million dollars in loans and grants. 

There is no doubt that Chris has been re-
sponsible for AAFE’s growth and success. His 
breadth of knowledge, understanding of social 
policy, small business and housing have 
greatly contributed to the public and private 
partnerships that have fueled job creation and 
community development in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Christopher Kui for his 31 
years of exemplary service and dedication to 
the Asian-American and diverse immigrant 
communities of New York City. My district is 
enriched by his vision and lasting legacy. I 
wish him a healthy and enjoyable retirement. 

f 

HONORING CONGREGATION BETH 
TIKVAH 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an important member of South 
Jersey’s religious community, Congregation 
Beth Tikvah led by Rabbi Nathan Weiner, and 
to denounce the hate speech that was inflicted 
upon the congregation. 

Recently, Congregation Beth Tikvah’s syna-
gogue was defamed by vandals who wrote out 
homophobic and racial slurs on the roof. This 
type of hate has no place in South Jersey’s 
community or any community across our 
country. Anti-Semitism—and all types of hate 
speech—is un-American and a direct betrayal 
of the values on which this nation was found-
ed. 

We must call out prejudice, intolerance and 
violence wherever it exists and whoever per-
petrates it. And we must all have the courage 
to protect the persecuted and speak out 
against bigotry and hatred. 

Congregation Beth Tikvah is a welcoming 
place that teaches the values of joy, commu-
nity building, and peace. Under Rabbi Nathan 
Weiner’s dynamic leadership, this community 
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